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Russian Leaders from Yaroslavl (Sister City) Visiting Burlington to Study Local Governance in Honor of 1000th Anniversary 

Burlington, VT—Four Russian leaders from Burlington’s Sister City, Yaroslavl, participating in the Open World Program will spend Dec. 3-11, 2010, in Burlington examining accountable governance at the state and local level.  The Vermont Council on World Affairs (VCWA) is hosting the delegation for Open World in collaboration with the Burlington-Yaroslavl Sister Cities Committee.  Managed by the independent Open World Leadership Center at the Library of Congress, Open World enables emerging Eurasian political and civic leaders to work with their U.S. counterparts and experience American-style democracy at the local level.
It is also significant to note that throughout the year of 2010, the city of Yaroslavl is celebrating the 1000th anniversary of its founding.  In honor of this milestone and in recognition of the longstanding relationship—22 years and counting—between the Queen City and her Russian sister, we are especially pleased to welcome our guests to Burlington.
While in Vermont, the delegates will meet with members of state and local governments (including Governor Douglas and Mayor Kiss), nonprofit organizations, and leaders from the private and academic sectors.  The group will also have a chance to meet with the staff of Senator Sanders while in Washington, D.C.; Senator Sanders was instrumental in creating this Sister City link back in 1988 while serving as Mayor of Burlington.  
The professional program will include a wide variety of topics related to local governance, including: voting procedures, constituent outreach, utility and housing issues, the role of local media and economic development.  Homestays with members of the Burlington-Yaroslavl Sister Cities Committee will allow the delegates to experience American family life.  They will also take part in several cultural and community activities, including attending a city council meeting, participating in government access television, and of course plenty of sight-seeing.
The Open World Program is a unique, nonpartisan initiative of the U.S. Congress designed to build mutual understanding between the United States and Eurasia.  Over 15,000 Open World participants have been hosted in all 50 U.S. states since the program’s inception in 1999.  Delegates range from members of parliament to mayors, from innovative nonprofit directors to experienced journalists, and from political party activists to regional administrators.
For more information, please contact Eli Harrington at 802.861.2343x3 or by email at Eli@Vermont.org.  For more information on Open World, please visit http://www.openworld.gov
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