





A Message from the VCWA Chair Al Voegele

It has been my great pleasure to serve as Chair of the Vermont
Council on World Affairs since 2006. My involvement in the VCWA
stems from my longstanding commitment, starting with my time in
the U.S. Army in post-War Germany, to increasing international
understanding and strengthening person-to-person connections
with people from as many countries as possible. | believe we can,
and must, all learn from one another, respect and admire cultures

and traditions of every ethnicity, and work together to promote a
peaceful and livable world for all, including our children and grandchildren. My experience meeting the
many international visitors who come to Vermont through the VCWA has only deepened that conviction
and my commitment to doing what | can to make this ideal a reality.

Over the years, the VCWA has had several homes. First founded in 1952 by U.S. Senator and
Ambassador to the United Nations Warren Austin, it has been housed at the University of Vermont,
Trinity College and, most recently, Saint Michael’s College. On October 1, 2009, the Council embarked
on a new and exciting stage in its development by becoming an affiliate of the Lake Champlain Regional
Chamber of Commerce (LCRCC). The VCWA will retain its own board and 501(c)3 status as a non-profit
organization as well as its longstanding association with Saint Michael’s College, which will remain the
VCWA'’s academic and intellectual home. The LCRCC is the largest business organization in the state and
the collaboration will broaden and deepen the offerings of both organizations.

| have been honored the lead the Council in its works and appreciate the support | have received from
fellow Board members and the many Vermonters who have participated in the Council’s activities this
past year. |look forward to working with you in this new stage of the Council’s life.
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About the new affiliation with the LCRCC and the continuing partnership with Saint Michael’s College:

"Our daffiliation with the Chamber enables the VCWA to continue its mission of promoting international
understanding within a stable and non-political environment. We look forward to engaging with
business, academic and community leaders as we face the complex issues of globalization within the
context of a changing international political landscape.” --- Al Voegele, Chair of the VCWA Board

"This affiliation deepens the leadership and educational offerings the LCRCC can provide its members. It
is equally important to underscore that the Council's academic relationship with Saint Michael's College,
which has for several years provided an intellectual and academic home, will only be enhanced.”

---Tom Torti, President of the LCRCC

"Saint Michael's very much appreciates the quality and breadth of discussion that VCWA has brought to
the campus. We have valued, and will continue in the future to value, the unique international
perspective afforded our faculty, staff and students by the VCWA." ---Dr. John J. Neuhauser, President of
Saint Michael's College



Executive Director’s Message from Gail Stevenson

| have had the pleasure to be on the VCWA's board since it first moved to Saint
Michael’s College in 2000. Having just recently moved to Burlington from
Middlebury in 1998 and to Vermont from overseas in 1994, | was looking for a
way to engage my lifelong interest in peoples and cultures. | know first-hand
how exposure to the wider world can shape a person’s life. | began my
international career as an AFS high school exchange student and have since
lived, studied and worked overseas for many years. My work with international
education has also taken me all over the world. Now that | have the honor of
serving as the Executive Director, | look forward to working with all of you to
“bring the world to Vermont and Vermont to the world.”

International visitors always comment that Vermont is not as they imagined the

United States to be. They find it prettier, more open-minded, better-informed, and more transparent
and accessible than expected. They are always amazed at the willingness of government officials at all
levels, the private sector and citizens to engage in dialogue with peers from other countries. It is
through the efforts and commitment of all of you that these visitors return with a more nuanced view of
the United States in general, and an awareness that Vermont is, indeed, a special part of it.

International visitors find Vermont a special place largely because the VCWA’s long-time Director of
International Visitors Programs, Carol Casey, knows every official and organization, every nook and
cranny, every good restaurant and coffee shop, and every fun thing to do in Vermont. We wish Carol
well in her retirement after seven years and welcome the new Director of International Visitors
Programs, Eli Harrington, to the job as of December 1*. Thank you, Carol, we will miss you!

| hope you will enjoy learning about the VCWA'’s accomplishments this past year and its plans for the
future, in which perhaps the most important challenge is determining how best to support and meet the
needs of Vermonters in a globalized world. The new affiliation with the Lake Champlain Regional
Chamber of Commerce will help us reach out to the business community. The VCWA also wants to
reach out more to young people and to make better use of technology. The mass of information on
topics of critical importance to us all is overwhelming, so how do we bring it to Vermonters in
understandable formats, in the best way possible, and with opportunities for community and
participation? The VCWA wants to continue to engage those of you who have long been involved and to
reach out to new parts of the community, so please let us know what you think about what we do and
what we can do better.

And of course, accomplishing these goals means we need to be on sound financial footing. Our success
depends on the many Vermonters who give of their time, energy and money, so please make sure you
are on our mailing list showcasing our many programs and events. Consider hosting international
visitors either for a meal or as a host family, or as a volunteer in program implementation. Take a look at
our many levels of support and sponsorship for both individuals and organizations and join the Vermont
Council on World Affairs. We are grateful for your past support and look forward to it in the future.
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"HERITAGE IN HARMONY”

The Lake Champlain Quadricentennial Youth Leadership Program

The Vermont Council on World Affairs received a grant from the United States Department of State to
design and implement "Heritage in Harmony," the Vermont-Québec-France Youth Leadership
Quadricentennial Program, an exchange program for high school students from Vermont, Québec and
France, on the theme of "cultural leadership." This grant was made possible through the efforts of
Senator Patrick J. Leahy, the Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing and the Vermont Lake
Champlain Quadricentennial Commission.

The program was designed to coincide with key events related to the Lake Champlain Quadricentennial
and spanned six weeks from June 28-August 8, 2009. The program began with three weeks in Vermont,
followed by 9 days in Québec and 12 days in France and used the unifying theme of music to span
geographic and cultural boundaries. Thirty-six students - 12 each from Vermont, Québec and France -
were selected to form an international chorus that performed in all three countries. Two adults from
each country accompanied the students. In addition to musical performances, the program focused on
developing civic responsibility and commitment to our local and global communities, promoting mutual
understanding among the people of the United States, Canada and France, and fostering personal and
institutional ties among the participants and countries.

The “Heritage in Harmony” chorus performs at a welcoming reception at The Essex attended
by Senator and Mrs. Leahy, other dignitaries and friends of the Vermont Council on World

Affairs. The chorus also performed at the Basin Harbor Club, in Middlebury, and at many
events in Burlington associated with the Quadricentennial celebration.
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Vermont Student Participants in Heritage in Harmony:

e lan Anderson,17, 11th-grade at Stowe High School

e Molly Breen,16, 10th-grade at Burlington High School

e Cameron Brownell, 16, 11th-grade at Colchester High School

o Emily Byers, 15, 9th-grade at Middlebury Union High School

¢ Anna Marie Gavin, 16, 11th-grade at Mount Mansfield Union High School
¢ Charlotte Goodenow, 16, 9th-grade at Colchester High School

¢ Nikolas Kaim, 15, 9th-grade at Colchester High

e Roxanne Rapaport, 16, 11th-grade at Harwood Union High School

e Joseph Russ,15, 9th-grade at Burlington High School

e Sarah Skinner, 17, 11th-grade at Northfield High School

¢ William Thompson, 15, 9th-grade at Milton High School

o Gregory Zengilowski, 16, 11th-grade at Champlain Valley Union High School

The Vermont chaperones for the group were Elliott Crowe and Rebecca Thomas.

We would like to thank the many Vermonters who opened their homes to host the students
and chaperones from France and Québec:

Leslie and Bob Botjer Lyndall Heyer

Janet and Kevin Breen Pat LaRose

Jodie and James Brownell Heather McCollum

Dawn Bugbee Esther Nui and Jerry Carpenter
Cathy and Jeff Byers David Rapaport and Jeanne Kirby
Patricia and Wes Donehower Denise and Gary Russ

Lynne and John Gavin Christiane Skinner

Cindy and Jerry Goodenow Kit and Roger Stone

Mary and Howard Gover Pat and Mike Sutliff

Rosalyn and Tom Graham Carol and David Usher

Elaine Hubert and Bill Harwood Lisa and Paul Zengilowski

This program would not have been successful without the support of Senator Leahy and his
staff; Marcelle Pomerleau Leahy, Chair of the Advisory Committee; Bruce Hyde, Marilyn
Cormier and other members of the Vermont Quadricentennial Commission; Jeff Buettner,
Artistic Director for the program; Gwendy Lauritzen, Notch Above Tours; Carolyn Whiddon and
the Vermont Youth Orchestra; Dawn Willis; Katherine Willis; Robert LaBerge, Québec
Coordinator; Christine Helary Sawyer, France Coordinator; and other Vermonters too numerous
to mention who gave generously of their time, talent and treasure.



International Visitors Leadership Program

In 2009, the VCWA hosted 7 delegations consisting of 43 visitors from 16 countries (Austria, Denmark,
France, Germany, Greece, Iraq, ltaly, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Malta, the Netherlands, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Spain, Sweden, and Ukraine). The delegates were accompanied by 11 officials from the U.S. Department
of State. The topics of their visits included border security, environmental safety, green jobs, local
government, multiculturalism, tourism, and youth leadership.

Most delegates were participants in the International Visitor Leadership Program sponsored by the U.S.
Department of State; the ten from the Buryat Republic of Russia were part of the Community
Connections program sponsored by USAID.

Countless Vermonters — including Ambassador Madeleine Kunin, Senator Sanders, Governor Douglas,
Lt. Governor Dubie, several State Legislators, Vermont agency heads, mayors, town managers, business
leaders, and those associated with a variety of nonprofit institutions -- gave generously of their time to
meet with visitors and share their professional experiences.

Our academic partners — including Saint Michael’s College, Middlebury College, Champlain College and
the University of Vermont — welcomed the visitors on campus for meetings with administrators, faculty
and students.

In addition to a full schedule of professional meetings, the international visitors went to many Vermont
attractions, especially Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream Factory, the Leahy Center @ ECHO, the Marsh-Billings-
Rockefeller National Park, the Morse Farm and Sugarworks, the Old Constitution House, Shelburne
Farms and the Shelburne Museum. Some delegations enjoyed cruises on Lake Champlain aboard The
Spirit of Ethan Allen Il. We deeply appreciate the free or reduced admission that many of these
attractions provided for our visitors.

In 2009, the VCWA hosted the following groups:

e March 8-11: Mr. Amara Lakhous, a writer and journalist from Italy, visited to learn about
refugee resettlement issues and meet with Vermont novelists and college students. Originally
from Algeria, Mr. Lakhous is the author of the prize-winning novel Clash of Civilizations Over
an Elevator in Piazza Vittoria, a story of how Muslim, Eastern European and Filipino
immigrants deal with personal identity crises while living in Rome. He met with Youcouba
Bogre, President of the Association of Africans Living in Vermont, visited Rhino Foods, a local
company that employs recent immigrants, and spent a day at Middlebury College to meet
with Vermont novelists, discuss his book with students and faculty of Italian literature who
are reading his novel as part of their curriculum, and give a presentation on "Islam and
Immigration in Italy."

e July 15-22: Seven Iraqi teenagers and an escort visited on the theme of youth leadership.
While in Vermont, they met with the high school students from Vermont, Québec and
France participating in "Heritage in Harmony," the Quadricentennial Youth Leadership
Program and high school students from Armenia and Azerbaijan hosted by PH-International.



August 31-September 3: Two customs officials from Kazakhstan and two interpreters visited
Vermont to learn more about border security. They met with the U.S. Border Patrol
headquarters in Swanton, toured the Highgate Springs crossing, visited the U.S. Coast Guard
station in Burlington's Waterfront Park, and toured the Chittenden County Regional
Correctional Facility in South Burlington. Margaret Burke, a former Peace Corp volunteer in
Kazakhstan, hosted them in her home for dinner.

September 10-29: Ten Russians from the Buryat Republic near Lake Baikal visited on the
theme of environmental issues. They stayed with Vermont families who warmly welcomed
them into their homes. Professional appointments included a meeting at the Town Offices
of Colchester to discuss public-private partnerships on environmental issues; a tour of the
water and waste water treatment plants in Burlington; a hike on the Robert Frost Nature
Trail; a briefing at the U.S. National Forest Service headquarters in Rochester; a lecture at
Middlebury College; meetings with the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources, the
Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation, and the Director of Vermont State Parks in
Waterbury; a visit to the Environmental Safety Facility at the University of Vermont; a tour
of the Rubenstein Laboratory at the ECHO Center; meetings with Lake Champlain Basin
Initiative staff; a guided tour of the Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Park; meetings with
faculty and students at Saint Michael's College; and a meeting with April St. Francis Merrill
of the Abenakis. Participant Bairma Radnayeva is a Russian television host and she
interviewed CCTV staff for a show that has aired several times on CCTV.

September 29-October 4: Six mayors and two city officials from Saudi Arabia and three
interpreters visited on the theme of local government. They met with Al Voegele, the Town
Manager of Colchester, and members of the Colchester Parks and Recreation Department
during a tour of three Colchester parks; Burlington Mayor Kiss; Winooski Mayor Michael
O'Brien and former Winooski Mayor Clem Bissonette, current Winooski Town Manager
Katherine Decarreau, and Vermont State Representative Ken Atkins; and Tom Torti,
President of the Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce. They also attended the
Annual Meeting of the Vermont League of Cities and Towns and enjoyed a fall foliage tour
through Smuggler's Notch before departing.

September 30-October 3: Ten Europeans (from Austria, Denmark, France, Greece, Latvia,
Malta, the Netherlands, Spain and Sweden) and their two escorts visited on the theme of
"green jobs." During their stay, they toured the State House and met with Lt. Governor Brian
Dubie, had a meeting at Efficiency Vermont, toured the NRG headquarters in Hinesburg and
the Lake and College Street Complex in Burlington to learn how energy conservation
measures are incorporated into office buildings and generate "green jobs" during the
process, and discussed energy issues with U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders.

November 25th-27: Five Ukrainian tourism officials and two escorts visited to enjoy
American Thanksgiving and learn about winter tourism. Colchester Town Manager Al
Voegele and Leadership Champlain Executive Director Cari Kelley and families hosted the
visitors for a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. They toured Smuggler’s Notch Resort and met
with senior leaders, lunched with the Executive Director of Local Motion and had a tour of
the Burlington Bike Path with Lake Champlain Bikeways.



Looking forward---Great Decisions Topics for 2010

The Vermont Council on World Affairs hosts the Great Decisions series, the centerpiece of the longest-
running civic education program in the United States devoted to foreign affairs. The program, run by
the U.S. Foreign Policy Association, empowers readers to discuss global issues shaping U.S. foreign policy
and the world. The briefing book (available in .pdf format) provides historical background, current U.S.
policy and alternative policy options, informative maps and detailed graphs, suggested readings and
resources, as well as opinion ballots for each topic.

In addition, the Foreign Policy Association produces a television series also available on DVD. Each
episode, recently dubbed “must watch television” by the New York Times, brings together a wide a
range of expert analysis so that you — the viewer — can make a great decision of your own when it comes
to U.S. foreign policy. Featured guests in the 2010 series include, among others:

= United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
= EU Foreign Policy Chief Javier Solana

. Actress and Goodwill Ambassador Mira Sorvino
= U.S. Senator Carl Levin

= New York Times Columnist Nicolas Kristof

The VCWA plans to start several groups in the summer/fall of 2010 using an online format. Watch for
more information or contact us about starting your own local group. The topics for 2010 are:

Special envoys

Special envoys can help bring attention and diplomatic muscle to resolve conflicts and global challenges
but they also bring with them their own "special" problems. Will the Obama administration's reliance on
special envoys increase the ability of the U.S. to deal with major international issues or complicate our
diplomatic options?

Kenya & R2P

Post-election rioting in Kenya in December 2007 brought pressure on Nairobi from international and
regional diplomats to end tensions and avert bloodshed on a massive scale. What lessons can be learned
from the intervention in Kenya? What does it mean for the UN's emerging responsibility to protect (R2P)
doctrine?

Global crime

From the booming sex trade in Eastern Europe to online fraud syndicates in Africa and the drug cartels
of Asia and Central America, crime is becoming increasingly organized and globalized. How can countries
better protect citizens seeking the benefits of a globalized world from being exploited? What
international actors can effectively fight global organized crime?



U.S.-China security relations
China's influence is growing, along with its military expenditures. How will this growth affect China's

relations with its neighbors and with the U.S.? Will China's expanding military and economic power
affect traditional U.S. roles and U.S. alliances in East Asia? How will countries like Japan, South Korea
and India respond?

Global financial crisis

The global financial crisis that began in late 2007 revealed major deficiencies in the regulation of
markets and institutions, all of which came perilously close to collapse. Emergency measures to prevent
a full collapse of the global financial system have led to mixed results. How will governments and the
world community respond to this challenge?

Russia and its neighbors
Russia's policy of maintaining a sphere of influence in former Soviet satellites has been challenged in

recent years by movements against pro-Russia regimes. Russia has pushed back by cutting Ukraine's
natural gas supply and intervening in Georgia's campaign in South Ossetia. Will Russia regain its
traditional leadership role in the region?

The Persian Gulf
Now more than ever, the Persian Gulf region offers many difficult challenges to U.S. policymakers. How

will Obama's direct appeal to Arabs and Muslims impact U.S. foreign policy in the region? What will the
fallout of withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq be? Can the U.S. and its allies prevent Iran from obtaining
nuclear weapons?

Peacebuilding and conflict resolution

U.S. campaigns in Irag and Afghanistan have shown that military force alone cannot ensure peace in all
conflicts. How can the U.S. successfully integrate the tools of peace-building into its statecraft? At what
point do poverty, disease and climate change threaten national security? What role can non-
governmental actors play in supporting government led efforts?

HONORARY ADVISORY BOARD

Governor Jim Douglas
President David F. Finney, Champlain College
President Daniel Fogel, University of Vermont
Ambassador Madeleine M. Kunin
U.S. Senator Patrick J. Leahy

Dr. George little, Co-founder, VCWA
Dr. John 1. Neuhauser, President, Saint Michael's College
Dr. Olin Robison, President Emeritus, Middlebury College
U.S. Senator Bernard Sanders
President Jane O Meara Sanders, Burlington College
President Richard Schneider, Norwich University
U.S. Representative Peter Welch




2009 Estimated Financial Statement
(January 1 - November 30, 2009)

INCOME
Membership S 2,094
Leadership Fundraising S 32,000
PROGRAMS
Great Decisions S 451
VQF* S 332,549
Iragi Youth Leadership Program S 11,272
Community Partnership Grant S 28,641
Community Connections S 49,717
Special event fundraising S 12,171
NCIV Annual Meeting S 440
Miscellaneous S 814
TOTAL S 470,149
EXPENSES
Personnel S 102,675
Employee benefits S 5,633
Employer benefits S 4,074
Rent S -
Insurance S 942
Tel/fax S 264
Postage S 251
Office supplies S 462
Brochures/banners S 1,891
Web/e-mail S 661
Accounting and banking S 1,315
PROGRAMS
Great Decisions S -
VQF* S 281,500
Iraqgi Youth Leadership Program S 5,623
Int'l Visitors Program S 51
Community Connections S 33,595
Special Events S 5,916
NCIV Annual Meeting S 1,193
Membership dues NCIV & WACA S 600
Travel S -
Transportation S 153
Miscellaneous S 953
TOTAL S 447,752
Net S 22,397

*Vermont-Quebec-France Youth Leadership Grant from U.S. Dept. of State—not final



2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ms. Theresa Alberghini Di Palma, Senior Vice President for Government and External Relations and
Senior Advisor to the CEO of Fletcher Allen Health Care. Ms. Alberghini DiPalma has worked in health
care policy at the federal and state levels for twenty years, including serving as the Senior Legislative
Assistant for Health and then Legislative Director for U.S. Senator Patrick Leahy from 1992 to 1994. In
1994, Governor Howard Dean appointed her Chair of the Vermont Health Care Authority and she served
in his Administration until 1999. In 2000, she became Assistant Dean for Government and External
Relations at the University of Vermont College of Medicine, a position she held until 2003. Ms.
Alberghini DiPalma, educated at Vassar, is involved in numerous state and local activities, serves on
several boards and is a member of the Governor’s Council of Economic Advisors. She serves on the
board of the United Way of Chittenden County and is a founding member of Mobius, a new non-profit
Organization committed to increasing the number of adult to child mentoring relationships in
Chittenden County.

Dr. Betsy Beaulieu, Dean of the Core Division at Champlain College where she oversees the design and
implementation of the college’s new interdisciplinary general education program. She holds a doctorate
in twentieth-century British and American literature with a specialty in African American literature from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, as well as master’s degrees from the University of York,
England and Georgetown University and a bachelor’s degree from Providence College. One of the
challenges Betsy embraces as an educator is finding innovative and relevant ways to bring the world to
all students.

Ms. Marilyn Cormier, Vice-Chair, the Director of Community Relations at Saint Michael’s College, where
she serves as the liaison between the President of the College and a wide range of external
organizations, including various professional, government, charitable, business, arts, health care and
religious groups at the local, regional and national levels. She is the Secretary of the Board of Trustees
of the College, where she has worked since 1982. A native of Sri Lanka and a naturalized American
citizen, Marilyn resided in Saudi Arabia for eight years prior to coming to the U.S. and has traveled
extensively throughout the world.

Mr. Eric Hanson, President, Hanson Investment Management, an investment counseling firm founded in
1995. Eric has been a Financial Advisor and Portfolio Manager in Burlington for over 30 years and is a
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) and a Certified Financial Planner (CFP). He has been a columnist for
the Burlington Free Press writing on personal finance and also has taught courses in the School of
Business at the University of Vermont and at Saint Michael's College. Eric lives in Burlington and
presently serves on the boards of the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps, the Humane Society of
Chittenden County and the Vermont Chinese School.

Dr. Harold Kearsley, Professor of Politics and the Director of the Master of Arts in Diplomacy Program at
Norwich University. He received his B.A. and M.A. from the University of Southern California and his
Ph.D. in International Relations and Political Science from the University of Aberdeen.

Ms. Claudia Lovell, PAR Springer Miller. Prior to coming to Vermont, Ms. Lovell worked as an Equity
Research Analyst for the Bank of New England Trust and held other positions in international sales, food
services, and investor relations. She is a member of the Adjunct Faculty of Woodbury College and serves
on the Export Council of the Vermont Chamber of Commerce. She holds a B.A. from McGill University,
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where she majored in Modern Languages and also attended the Smith-Tuck Global Business Leaders
Program for Women at Dartmouth College. Ms. Lovell is fluent in French, Italian and Spanish.

Mr. Paul Madden, owner of Missisquoi Construction Company. He is active in community affairs,
including serving on the Sheldon School Board, and is very involved with clean water issues in northern
Lake Champlain watersheds. Paul received his B.A. in history from Duke University.

Mr. Peter Regan, Secretary, semi-retired Vice President of Sales and Marketing for Hazelett Strip-
Casting Corporation. In this capacity he has traveled extensively to approximately 30 countries
throughout Europe and Asia, making over 20 visits to China, where he continues consulting for Hazelett.
Upon receiving his Bachelors of Mechanical Engineering degree from Cornell University, he worked
briefly at Bechtel Corporation before coming to Vermont and joining Hazelett in 1966.

Mr. William Ryerson, founder and President of Population Media Center, a non-profit organization
carrying out comprehensive broadcast media programs in developing countries in Asia, Africa and Latin
America designed to encourage avoidance of HIV/AIDS, use of family planning, and elevation of
women’s status. A graduate of Amherst College and Yale University, Bill has had a 35-year career in the
field of family planning and population. During the 1970s, he worked as Director of the Youth and
Student Division of The Population Institute. He has also served as Director of Development of Planned
Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania, Associate Director of Planned Parenthood of Northern New
England, and Executive Vice-President of Population Communications International.

Katharine “Kit” Stone, Treasurer, attended Rice Memorial High School and graduated from the
University of Vermont with a B.A. in Political Science. Kit worked for a Scholarship Foundation in Boston
and also taught 3rd grade in Billerica, MA. She worked in the Middle School office for many years and
also volunteered at the Center for International Visitors in Boston from 1980 to 1988 where she did
programming for the international visitors.

Mr. Andrew Tangalos, retired U.S. Foreign Service officer and consultant to American businesses
operating abroad. He served as an economic and commercial officer with the U.S. Department of State
and the U.S. Department of Commerce in American Embassies and Consulates in Algeria, Canada,
Greece, Haiti, and Nigeria. He holds a B.A. from Colgate University, was a National Honor Scholar at the
University of Chicago School of Law, and has a Master’s in Public & International Affairs from The
Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University.

Dr. Bonnie Tangalos served as the Dean of the School of International Studies, Saint Michael’s College,
for 10 years before retiring at the end of 2004. She also chaired the International Business Council of the
Vermont Chamber of Commerce and was a member of the board of the Vermont World Trade Office.
Prior to coming to Vermont, Bonnie and her husband Andrew, a diplomat, lived and worked abroad for
10 years in Greece, West Africa, North Africa and Canada. Dr. Tangalos holds a doctorate from the
University of Buffalo in Foreign Language Education and served as Director of English Language
Programs at the Hellenic-American Union in Athens.

Ms. Charlotte Tate, Assistant Director of the Rohatyn Center for International Affairs at Middlebury

College. She is also a Trip Director for Music Contact International, and since 1995 has accompanied

numerous youth and adult groups to Austria, Cuba, the Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Portugal, and

Spain to participate in international choral festivals and custom tours. She is active with the Vermont
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International Nonprofit Network. Her prior professional experience includes Development Director at
the College of St. Joseph, International Sales Associate for the Cannondale Corporation, and Director of
Catering and Convention Services for the Sheraton Hotel in Steamboat Springs. Ms. Tate earned a
Master's degree in Administration from Saint Michael's College and a Bachelor's degree in Economics
and German from Bowdoin College.

Mr. Thomas Torti, President of the Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce, previously served
as Vermont Commissioner of Personnel, Commissioner of Buildings and General Services, Deputy
Secretary of Administration, and Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources.

Mr. Albin Voegele, Chair, Town Manager of the Town of Colchester since 2001. Previously, he was the
Assistant Town Manager. Prior to this municipal service, Mr. Voegele worked in the private sector for
twenty eight years and has held a number of senior management positions in not-for-profit
corporations. He also has a history of entrepreneurship having developed the first commercial process
for recycling polyvinyl chloride plastic for the pipe industry, the first in Vermont to use de-ionized water
to decontaminate clean room utensils as a commercial service, and developed a process to clean and
reuse bulk food containers for non-food packaging applications. Mr. Voegele has also served on a
number of boards including the State Board of Education, the Vermont Business Roundtable, the Society
of the Plastics Industry Northeast Region, and the National Recycling Coalition. He holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree and a Master’s degree in Education.

Earl Wertheim graduated from Northeastern University in engineering and spent the next three years
during the Vietnam era in the U.S. Army. Earl has owned his own businesses his entire working career
covering the states of New lJersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Florida, and California. In 1993 Earl
purchased the area franchise for Vermont and now is the area developer for The UPS Store for Vermont,
New Hampshire and upstate New York. He is a past president of the Colchester-Milton Rotary club and is
the national Chairman of the Area Franchise Association of The UPS Store.

jj VERMONT COUNCIL ON WORLD AFFARS
WIWW.VCWA ORG

Community Connections participant Bairma Radnayeva, a Russian television host from
the republic of Buryatia, interviews CCTV staff. The show has aired several times on CCTV.
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